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Our fieldwork on Japanese and Ryukyuan dialects has revealed many facts
including the following: (1) The Nakano dialect in lwate Prefecture has a descending accent kernal;
(2) The Amakusa-Hondo dialect exhibits different prosodic patterns in vocative intonation depending
on whether the speaker can actually see the hearer; (3) The vocative intonation in the Kagoshima and

Koshikijima dialects displays a correspondence between the mora and the tone, thus triggering
final-vowel lengthening according to the number of tones assigned to the final syllable; (4) In the
Kumejima-Gima dialect in Ryukyuan, accent patterns found in loanwords can be analyzed as a
two-pattern system if the notion of the foot is introduced; (5) The sentence-final intonation in the

Taramajima dialect in southern Ryukyuan manifests itself in the domain of prosodic word; (6) The
accent system of the Kuroshima dialect in southern Ryukyuan is a three-pattern system in its final

transition to a two-pattern system.
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