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An Empirical Study of Modern and Contemporary Japanese Language Using the
Showa-Heisei Corpus of Written Japanese

Ogiso, Toshinobu
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The Showa-Heisei Corpus of written Japanese, which contains magazines,
best-selling books, and newspapers from the Showa and Heisei periods, has been constructed and made
available online through corpus search application "Chunagon™ by NINJAL. This corpus is a large
scale one, containing 33.4 million words for 11 years from 1933 to 2013, with 8-year intervals. It
is expected to play an important role in Japanese language research as a resource for exploring the
history of the Japanese language up to the present day, following in the footsteps of the Historical

Corpus of the Japanese Language, which covers the Meiji and Taisho periods. In this research
project, we also conducted research on the history of the Japanese language using this corpus, and
presented the results through research presentations and research papers.
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1
1933 3,291,739 178,895 128,016 3,598,650
1941 2,460,554 229,811 146,149 2,836,514
1949 1,016,658 272594 116,868 1,406,120
1957 3,134,703 457,663 100,545 3,692,911
1965 2,025871 373,622 279,162 2,678,655
1973 2,323,584 343,542 379,015 3,046,141
1981 2,658,012 297,230 355,731 3,310,973
1989 2,744,385 315,787 316,743 3,376,915
1997 2,541,480 306,927 271,339 3,119,746
2005 2,523,450 315,032 236,960 3,075,442
2013 2,679,038 355,067 228,549 3,262,654
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