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In our program, we attempted to carry out a comparative historical research
on the pre-modern Eurasian empires focusing on their military elites and warrior groups. We made
nine empires or dynasties as the subject of our research: Islamic Empire of “Abbasid dynasty, Turk
(Tu-jue) Empire, and Tang Empire in the medieval period; Zengid dynasty and Northern Sung Empire in
the pre-Mongol period, and Mongol Empire; Mughal Empire, Safavid Empire, and Manchu-Qing Empire in
the early modern period. We clearly showed that (1) military elites and military organizations of
foreign origin played an important role for each empire, (2) they generally originated in the
geographical, cultural, and ethnic border areas, and (3) they closely related to monarchs and their
courts.
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