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An Intersection of People and Books - A Look at military Knowledge in the 19th
Century

TANIGUCHI, Shinko
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In the 19th century, nationalism was enhanced, and nation-states were formed
with standing armies. Meanwhile, in the military world, soldiers, officers or military personnel
moved across their national borders and shared military information through their own networks.
Books of military science on weapons, tactics, and strategy were also published, distributed,
translated, and accepted inside and outside Europe. The movement was not limited to one direction,
from the West to the rest of the world. In some cases, the military experiences of “ civilized
soldiers” in the colonies were reflected in military practice at home. Military knowledge and
learning were shared over the political confrontation between or among nations and gave influence on
the dynamics of military actions in various regions, playing a certain role in the improvement of
the military capabilities of modern countries.
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