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Constructing a new research ethics framework fit in the era of clinical research
targeting vulnerable populations
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We re-examined and verified the conventional research ethics framework based

on the ethical principles for human subject protection set out in the Belmont Report (BR), and
worked on establishing a new ethical framework in which those “ vulnerable” subjects, such as
children, human fertilized embryos/fetuses, pregnant women, who have been kept away from involvement
in research under the BR framework, can be actively involved as a research subject in clinical
research. Based on theoretical studies on the ethical practices and forms of human subject
protection, regulation, and ethical governance for research involving children, fetuses, pregnant
women, and sufferers in disasters, we published many articles in domestic and international academic
journals.
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