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The discursive sphere of the Enlightenment and the floating boundary of
knowledge

KOSEKI, Takeshi
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The 18th century Western Enlightenment has been considered to have provided
the prototype for knowledge after the 19th century. This study analyzed valuable materials from a
wide range of fields from the perspective of "floating boundaries of knowledge" and attempted a
comprehensive interpretation of the “spheres of discourse™ of Enlightenment. Particular attention
was paid to investigating Western classical books held by Japanese university libraries and
connecting them to research on history of ideas. Three symposiums were held, with the participation
of many library staff, and confirmed the significance of linking the collection of materials and
cataloging in libraries with bibliographical research by researchers on history of ideas.
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