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Sounds as Cultural Phenomena in Russian Avant-garde
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From the last quarter of the 19th century to the first quarter of the 20th
century, the sound environment surrounding people changed significantly compared to earlier periods.
These changes were caused by sound reproduction technologies such as gramophones and phonographs,
the invention and social penetration of telephones and radios, the appearance of new musical devices
such as electronic music, and an awareness of environmental sounds and noise due to the increase in
mechanical and artificial sounds by urban industrialization. In Russia and the Soviet Union in the

first half of the 20th century, the new conception and image of "sound” was a major factor in the
development of culture. This project examines how these new ideas and images of “sound® were
accepted into culture - particularly in the fields of art and the humanities - and what new cultural
contexts they formed, and clarifies their multifaceted nature of these ideas and images of "sound”.
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