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The Meaning and Materiality of Images in Christian Art: Toward a New Conception
of Iconography
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mages in works of art have both symbolic/representational and material
aspects, and in recent years, research focusing on elucidating the presence and action-performance
of images based on the latter has been gaining momentum. In this study, we have advanced the concept
of a new iconolography that integrates the two. Specifically, researchers in the history of
Christian art, history, anthropology, and Buddhist iconography collaborated to construct a model of
meaning production/abundance that iIs integrated with religious experience based on the materiality
of images, and clarified various aspects of this model through the practice and accumulation of case
studies of Christian art and other art forms. Based on these results, we have systematized and
proposed a new definition and effective method of iconography that integrates meaning and
materiality, leading to the development of a more comprehensive and integrated iconographic inquiry.
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