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We have explored the discourses of marginalized women and "Other" under the
British colonial rule, centering on 18th-century idea of "sensibility" in philosophy, political
economy, and aesthetic studies. Sensibility could be associated with desire which potentially causes
corruption and immorality, but passion, one of the aspects of sensibility, can also contribute to
moral strength. We have tried to understand how this sensibility, which is supposedly virtuous,
leads to misconception by analyzing the discourses of medicine, empiricism and body theory, and also
by closely reading the literary texts written mainly by women of the late 18th to early 19th
centuries. We mainly focused on: (1) the relationship between misconception and sensibility and
taste, (2) how concepts related to philanthropy and compassion could influence religious prejudices,
(3) the relationship between "fancy" and medical discourse, and (4) how the notion of "Other" could
be misrepresented.
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