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The major outcomes of our study can be summarized as follows. First, by
taking the notion of marked nominative to be scalar, i.e. as a matter of degree, it has been made
possible to discuss various Japonic dialects in terms of marked nominativity and compare them, which

finally yielded two major types of marked nominativity: unmarked nominative type, which subsumes
?astern dialects, and marked nominative type, which subsumes western dialects and Ryukyuan
anguages.

Second, our study has been successful in obtaining various kinds of empirical data from
various dialects which support the forementioned typology. In particular, the restricted freedom of
conducting in-person fieldwork due to covid-19 forced us to conduct the thorough research on
existing material such as recorded texts, and it turned out that such data would give us powerful
statistical evidence that supports our typology of marked nominativity.
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Differential Subject Marking
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