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A crosslinguistic study of the parallelism of the linguistic expressions of
spatial motion and change of state

Matsumoto, Yo
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A crosslinguistic study of parallelism in the linguistic expressions of
spatial motion and the change of state is conducted. A new typological framework is adopted to
analyze the expressions of various languages, based on whether the path of motion and the change of
state are expressed in the head of the sentence or elsewhere. The results suggest a) across
languages, change of state tends to be expressed using the head of a sentence more often than
spatial motion; b) the choice of the head or else varies much according to the types of the changes
of state and that the use of the head is more common in the description of a change to a temporary
state. The results are discussed in an English volume currently being edited regarding motion, and
in a Japanese book regarding the change of state.
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