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Development of a multilingual dictionary of Japanese linguistics terminology and
a glossing standard for Japonic languages

Zisk, Matthew Joseph

13,300,000

58

The goal of this project was to create a multilingual dictionary of Japanese
linguistic terminology and a glossing standard for the description of Japonic languages in order to
help promote international collaborative research in Japanese linguistics. The project was

successful in completing both goals. For the first goal, we created a database of dictionary
headwords along with their foreign language translations from 58 specialized dictionaries of
Japanese linguistics and general linguistics. We then created an online search engine for quickly
searching the database. For the second goal, we created a set of glossing rules including morphemic
glosses and phonemicization guidelines for Classical and Modern Japanese as well as a list of
morphemic glosses used in previous studies on Japonic languages. Throughout the duration of the
project, we also held a number of workshops dedicated to the description of Japonic languages,
specifically focused on the topics of terminology and glossing.
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1. Classical and Modern Japanese Glossing Rules
2. List of Japanese Functional Morphemes
3.
1. Classical and Modern Japanese Glossing Rules Leipzig Glossing
Rules
glossingtiers
4 1 2. 3. 4.
1
2ima=pa mukas taketori=no okina=to ip-u mono  ar-iker-i

3now=ToP old.times bamboo.cutter=GEN old.man=CMP say-ADN person exist-RET-CCL

1

2 noyama=ni mazir-ite  take=wo tor-itutu yorodu=no koto=ni
3fields.and.mountains=DAT enter-seQ  bamboo=Acc take-ITR many=GEN  thing=DAT
1

2 tukap-iker-i na=woba sanuki=no miyatuko=to=namu ip-iker-u

3 USe-RET-CCL name=FAC  Sanuki=GEN  MiyatsSUKO=CMP=FOC  Say-RET-ADN
4 ‘Once upon a time, there was an old man known as the old bamboo cutter. Every day he would go
into the fields and mountains to gather bamboo, which he used for all sorts of purposes. His name was
Sanuki no Miyatsuko.’

(Taketori monogatari ‘Tale of the Bamboo Cutter’, late 9th century [SNKBZ 12: 17])

Leipzig Glossing Rules

2. List of Japanese Functional Morphemes 1

250
3.
1. 2
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1. The First International Conference of Linguistic Terminology, Glossing and Phonemicization (LiTGaP
2020)
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