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3.1

This study is the first global comparison of revolutions. Traditional
comparative studies have focused primarily on the transatlantic region, with France and Russia as
models for their interpretations. We have added Japan and Iran to the comparison and have drawn from

the Japanese experience to explore the conditions for revolutions with less bloodshed. These
conditions are a political culture of negotiated decisions and avoiding ideological conflict. On the
other hand, there were important elements in the West that Japan did not have: parliaments, debate
and media, and the idea of an alternative order. In revolutions, speech and violence generally rise
synergistically. Making that separation is important but can take many years, sometimes close to 80
years.
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