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Before and during World War 11, Japanese geographers wrote many geographical

books on the Nanyo (South Seas). After Japan®s defeat in World War Il, however, the term Nanyo was
replaced by Southeast Asia and Oceania, which were imported from the U.S. and Europe, and postwar
research on Southeast Asia and Oceania began as if it had nothing to do with the past study on
Nanyo.
Thig study critically examines the activities of Japanese geography that focused on Nanyo before and
during the war and examines how postwar Japanese geography has changed since then. This study also
examines how contemporary geographical and regional studies on Southeast Asia, Taiwan, Oceania, etc.
should be newly developed, taking into account lessons learned from Nanyo Geography, the
development of regional geographies after the war, and criticism of "tropical geography" in
postcolonial geography in the English-speaking world.
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