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Basic Study on Vernacular Art in Japan

Suga, Yutaka
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Vernacular art is a genre of art and outdoor constructions made by untrained
artists” who do not recognize themselves as artists. In this study, we took the pioneering step
of introducing the research approach known as vernacular art, whose presence in the study of
folklore and art overseas has grown substantially in recent years, into Japan and explored the
possibility of developing research methods and practices associated with this approach in Japan. The

conclusion reached is that vernacular art has the potential to become a powerful driving force in
changing how Folklore is studied in Japan.
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