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We analyzed the discourse of spontaneous mutual surveillance and
decentralized social sanctions among citizens, which frequently occur in contemporary Japanese
society, in the Internet space, and elucidated the legal consciousness of the people behind them.
The results revealed that the frequency of online "flames" is increasing while their contents are
becoming more extreme, i.e., members of society are consciously and intentionally carrying out
attacks via the Internet as a means of implementing sanctions that are more efficient and effective
than state legal sanctions. There we find an active consciousness that short-circuits a certain
sense of justice to effective sanctions by confidently circumventing or using the law in
combination.
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