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An empirical study of the structure of public attitudes towards penal policy:
How should we capture the public opinion?

Matsuzawa, Shin

13,200,000

First, we asked respondents (1) their opinions about crime using general
guestions such as those used in public opinion polls. The results showed that there was no certain
trend in the responses depending on the respondents® political attitudes, gender, age, residential
area, educational background, etc., that people with higher authoritarian tendencies tended to be
more severely punished, and that people with higher authoritarian tendencies did not trust the
courts. (2) The respondents were asked about their responses to crime in a more concrete form by
showing examples. In this regard, the proportion of those who chose prison sentences decreased as
the amount of information increased. Therefore, it can be said that "the amount of punishment that
one is willing to use for a crime/offender decreases as the amount of information about the target
crime increases/as the distance between the offender and the target crime increases".
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