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We have studied the causes and consequences of election timing not only for
democracies but also for autocracies. We collected original data and analyzed them in the study.
Previous studies have not focused on the timing of elections in presidential systems with fixed
terms of office. By expanding our attention to dictatorships, we found that changes in the timing of

elections are not uncommon even in presidential systems. While previous studies have shown that
elections are more likely to occur during boom periods when governments are more likely to win
elections, the analysis including dictatorships also showed that governments may try to maintain
power by holding elections in times of crisis.
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