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Legacy Effects of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics on Civic Engagement
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The COVID-19 pandemic led Tokyo 2020 to be the first postﬁoned Olympics.
Banning foreign visitors and onsite spectators, the Games were held in 2021, which brought few
short-term benefits to the host city. However, the International Olympic Committee (10C) maintains
that Tokyo 2020 will create long-term benefits for the host city through Olympic legacy. This study
tests the 10C’ s claimed legacy, particularly the Olympics’ long-term benefits for the relationship
between the host city government and citizens. It adopts a difference-in-differences design between

2019 and 2022 that compares Tokyo residents with Nagoya and Osaka residents. The study conducted a
four-wave online survey in which 3,115 Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka residents rated policy outputs,
process, and trust in their city governments. The analysis reveals the negative effects of the
Olympics on Tokyo citizens’ evaluations of policy outputs and process (p < .1) and their trust in
the government (p < .05).
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