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Quantitative analysis in Japanese Local Politics

Natori, Ryota
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This research Eroject involved the construction of a database and a
guantitative analysis of the policy making process on local assemblies in Japan. The database
contains data on the number of meetings, meeting times, types of bills, votes, individual data of
local assembly members(age, gender, and their political parties), and all of meeting minutes for
municipality assemblies in the Kinki region, including Osaka, Kyoto, and Hyogo prefectures. The
database stores data from FY2011 to FY2018 and provides a system that allows users to customize and
download the data as CSV files.

In our quantitative analysis, we revealed through text analysis that the gender and age of the
assembly members determine the content of their statements, and that the policy positions of members
belonging to the same political party converge over time.
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