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The development of the cotton spinning industry, which drove Japan®s
industrialisation, was made possible by the transfer of technology from Britain in the second half
of the 19th century. The task of this research project was to elucidate the actual state of this
technological transfer, making full use of primary sources in Britain and Japan. During the majority

of the research period, we were under the Corona disaster, which made it difficult for us to travel
within Japan as well as to the UK, the focus of this research, but we kept in touch with each other
through online meetings and continued to think and to publish our findings. In particular, the
results of the research in the UK before and after the Corona Disaster are already being published,
and the new facts about the layout of machinery (millwrights) and mill design by an engineering
company, Hick Hargreaves and Co., that were revealed are groundbreaking discoveries.
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