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To shed light on the lives of same-gender couples in Japan, we conducted an
internet survey of registered survey monitors and compared couple relationships and various
attitudes among married men, married women, cohabitating men, cohabitating women, men in same-gender

relationships, and women in same-gender relationships. In addition, we conducted media analysis of
discussions related to legal recognition of same-sex partnerships, contributing to extant
theoretical discussions as to whether such recognition either weakens or reinforces
heteronormativity (the system that considers only heterosexual relationships as correct and views

other forms of sexuality as incorrect).
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