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This study clarified how vocational education and training can contribute to

the solution of the structure of the contemporary problems of rural areas and community in Japan:
declining local industries, population decline, and labor shortages. Specifically, we have
researched in three areas. These include (1) a survey on the role and policies of vocational schools
and junior colleges in rural areas, (2) collection of materials on the historical and contemporary
significance of in-house schools and professionals, and (3) a survey on the issues faced by local
industries and vocational education and training.

Similar challenges are becoming more acute in South Korea. We also clarified the new role of
regional industries and vocational universities in Korea.
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