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In this stud¥, we have used the method of comparative historical sociology
to elucidate the path of social development and the mechanism of social stratification in Japanese
society through modern school education. In particular, we have worked to position the
transformation in postwar Japanese society as a comparative history of "how the formation of modern
school education contributed to social development. As a result, we found that: 1. the deepening of
the concept of "society”™ in Japan was an important occasion, along with the establishment of social
studies; 2. the principle of selection became popular in school education during the period of
reorganization of school education and labor market in the industrialization of society in the late
1950s and 1960s, and that "collectivity" became the focus of attention both in school education and
the labor market; as a result, the concept of " collectivity" was introduced into school education
in the late 1950s.
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