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Elucidation of the structure of literacy of learners in Japanese with diverse
linguistic backgrounds through multifaceted analysis
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Phonological awareness is a premise of reading, and weakness in phonological
awareness leads to its failure. Thus, the appropriate assessment of phonological awareness is
important for the extension of appropriate support for reading acquisition by children. The relation
among phonological awareness, hiragana reading, vocabulary, and grammatical skills were analyzed in
Study 1, a cross-sectional examination of 163 four- to six-year-olds, and in Study 2, a
longitudinal assessment of 25 children. Similar to previous investigations, it was confirmed that
phonological awareness is a factor that informs the reading of hiragana. Moreover, it was shown that
phonological awareness is also related to other language skills such as vocabulary and grammar.
Further, the results of the longitudinal study suggested that phonological awareness promotes the
later development of vocabulary and grammar.
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