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The purpose of this study is to construct a research methodology to
enhance the professional competency of history teachers and to propose a theoretically and
practically effective belief study that will enable spontaneous deepening and development of
classroom practice by teachers. In order to achieve this research objective, we adopted the
following research methods: (1) clarification of the research methodology of Belief Studies in
general education, (2) clarification of the same methodology in history education, (3) construction
of a research methodology to investigate the Beliefs of history teachers in Japan, Switzerland, and
Canada, and (4) investigation of the Beliefs of history teachers in each country. Based on the
theoretical considerations of (1) through (3), we conducted a survey of history teachers® beliefs in

each country, elucidated the reality of different history teachers® beliefs in the three countries,
and made suggestions for educational reform in Japan.
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