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Developmental Process of Japanese Writing Skills of Japanese International
Children Who Acquire Two Languages Simultaneously

Shibayama, Makoto
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In this study, we conducted a longitudinal composition study of
German/Taiwanese-Japanese international children to elucidate the general effects of simultaneous
acquisition of two languages on Japanese writing ability development, as well as the specific
effects of the dominant language, etc. Two types of compositions were analyzed at three levels. The
results showed that regardless of the dominant language, 1) the vocabulary and expressions
appropriate to the task varied with grade level, and 2) the students® discourse skills were high,
although some notational and grammatical errors remained. On the other hand, 3) the difference in
the number of Kanji characters and Kanji vocabulary used in expository compositions became more
pronounced in the 4th grade, and 4) there were some unique errors in the misuse of Kanji characters.

In addition, native Japanese-speaking mothers supported their children®s writing homework at home
by scaffolding their concern and Japanese ability.
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