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Understanding the crystallization mechanism is essential to identifying the
interactions between the protein monomers that make up the crystals. Based on a comparison of
crystal structures of different species of polyhedra, the applicant considered that some regions are

involved in the internalization of polyhedral viruses but not in the interactions that are
essential for crystallization. Polyhedra crystals were genetically engineered with deletions ranging
from 8 to 50 residues per monomer.
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