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Study on present situation and challenges of self-government in the mountainous
areas of Japan
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The purpose of this study is to show how sustainable self-government can be
established in Japanese local governments facing the effects of population decline, aging, and
migration.

gThe main findings of the analysis are as follows: 1) in areas where population decline has
occurred, migrants are becoming the mainstream of the next generation, and their integration is
urgently needed; 2) the local government should make efforts to survey the current situation of
hamlets and rebuild self-government, and consider introducing limited voting to consolidate new
interests such as migrants in the town council; and 3) to avoid the expected population competition
among municipalities in the future, double registration of residents should be seriously considered.
However, the resolution of institutional issues is essential for their implementation.
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