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Influenza vaccine effectiveness among young children with special reference to
prevention of severity and influence of repeated vaccination

FUKUSHIMA, Wakaba
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Among children under 6 years of age, we tested a research question whether
the inactivated influenza vaccination attenuates the severity of influenza from the viewpoint of the
viral load in the nasal discharge at influenza diagnosis. Additionally, we evaluated the influence
of repeated influenza vaccination on influenza vaccine effectiveness. Using existing samples and
information obtained in the previously conducted survey on influenza vaccine effectiveness during

the 2013/14 to 2017/18 influenza season, we measured the viral load and analyzed the data.
Inactivated influenza vaccination was not significantly associated with viral load in the nasal
discharge at diagnosis, and prior vaccination did not attenuate the current-season vaccine
effectiveness.
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