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Large-scale epidemiologic studies on social participation and Its association
with health outcomes in people with early-stage dementia

Saito, Tami
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This quantitative study examined the association between social
participation and mortality risk in people with dementia (PWD). It further examined social
participation and its correlates in community-dwelling older adults with or without dementia as well

as the community residents’ perception of social participation among PWD and its correlates. Our
findings indicate the following: 1) Social participation may contribute to improved prognosis in
PWD. 2) Difficulties in social participation may depend on its domains. 3) Effective measures are
required to maintain social participation among PWD, regardless of their familial care availability.
4) Residents’ perception of social participation by PWD was not positive. However, this

unfavorable perception may be alleviated by increasing social contact among community residents,
including contact with PWD.
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