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This study investigated the relationshiﬁ between peatland restoration and
land rights, as well as the pathways of peatland restoration, through rural surveys, mainly
household surveys, and participatory land tenure mapping. The study found that peat swamp forests
were more degraded when there was competition for land rights among stakeholders, whereas residents
took action to conserve peatlands once they had secured land rights. The creation of participatory
land tenure maps made people aware of the existence of common land (exact location and area),
clarified the differences between the land used by companies and the concession area, and
strengthened people®s awareness of their land rights. It was shown that peat degradation is the
result of market, communal, and government failures, and that peatlands can be restored when these
can be avoided simultaneously. This study created the academic area of environmental history and

land rights.
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