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We conducted studies focusing on the human tendency in information
processing to "find "minds” in external phenomena," as observed in various forms of animism across
cultures. Through behavioral experiments involving infants, children, and adults, complemented by
validation using mathematical models, we investigated the psychological traits that facilitate this
phenomenon. Specifically, our research centered on the crucial human trait of "cooperation,"
examining (1) the development of strategies for selecting cooperative partners, (2) the development
of resource distribution based on the partners® individual circumstances and histories, and (3) the
theoretical conditions under which cooperation emerges. Additionally, we explored theoretical
frameworks concerning human information processing characteristics and proposed the ™
psychologization of information" hypothesis, which offers new insights into the developmental and
evolutionary origins of the concept of "mind."
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