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In the present research project, we have elucidated the primate basis of
neurobiological mechanisms underlying the social mind and developmental disorders caused by its
disruption. Employing monkeys (macaques, marmosets) as primate models, a paradigm shift from
previous “ individual-level life science” to novel “ society/group-level life science” was
attempted. We successfully adopted a wide variety of innovative technologies as well as the
excellent research environment at the Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University. On marmosets of
which social and familial activities are well developed, we analyzed the behavioral pattern of a
group including a developmental disorder model and, also, the specific behavioral pattern of the
model within a group. In macaques who possess higher cognitive functions, on the other hand,
cognitive deficits and interactions with others of a developmental disorder model were evaluated at
both the behavioral and the electrophysiological levels.
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