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Ontological and epistemological investigation of Plato™s later philosophy for
the ethical elucidation of goodness, beauty, and justice

Kurihara, Yuji
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This research studied how Plato®s philosophy elucidates the nature of
goodness, beauty, and justice from ontological and epistemological viewpoints, by reading the
Parmenides, Sophist, and Statesman in detail. The Parmenides shows the necessity of training
dialectic before investigating into goodness, beauty and justice that are thematized in Plato’s
middle dialogues. The Sophist emphasizes the importance of the Form of Difference as a core factor
of the Platonic ontology. The Statesman explains why dialectic is important for inquiring into the
just constitution. Through these studies, this research could present a unique view of the
relationships between Plato™s middle and later philosophy.
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