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Zheng Xuan®s scholarship on the rites of the Zhou dynasty

FURUHASHI, Norihiro
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This study clarified the following: (1) In the ritual scholarship of Zheng

Xuan, Confucian apocryphal texts are placed more centrally than Zhouli. (2) Zheng Xuan®s historical
views on the legendary era are also based on articles in Confucian apocryphal texts, completely
different from the historical view of Dixi adopted by Shiben, Shiji and Dadailiji. (3) Wang Su was
not the only one who criticized Zheng Xuan®s views from the perspective of the reality and
conventional wisdom of the time; similar criticisms existed widely at the time. (4) Positions that
opposed Zheng Xuan®"s views and tried to eliminate influence of Confucian apocryphal texts from
interpretation of Confucian canons were inherited from Wang Su, Zheng Chong and others to the
fabricated old-script Shangshu and Kong Anguo®s commentary on it. (5) The reasons whg the fabricated
old-script Shangshu was accepted by the intellectuals of the time include their doubts about
Confucian apocryphal texts due to astronomical research.
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