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Religiological survey on the relation between awakening of the disabled in Japan
and OSARAGI Akira®s religious thoughts.

Yamazaki, Makoto
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The Japanese Association of People with Cerebral Palsy, "Aoi Shiba no Kai"

in which YOKOZUKA Koichi and YOKOTA Hiroshi were its core members, was the
famous forerunner of the modern mouvement by disabled people in Japan in the 1970s. In this
research, 1 focus my attention on a religious thinker OSARAGI Akira who had a great
influence on YOKOZUKA and YOKOTA. 1 collected his unknown texts and published them as "Collected
Essays of OSARAGI Akira", and explicated his original thoughts on "Nenbutsu as Awakening and
Shouting” and "Religion as Raising Problems". It is founded that Osaragi®s religious thoughts were
the sources of thoughts on autonomy of disabled persons in Japan which are showed in "Platform for
Aoi Shiba Movement™ such as "We identify ourselves as people with Cerebral Palsy (CP)", "We assert
ourselves aggressively" and "We do not choose the way of problem solving".
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