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In recent Japan, the number of the foreign residents is steadily
increasing. Incidentally the foreign religions such as Islam, Vietnamese Buddhism, Sri Lanka
Buddhism and Brazilian evangelical Christianity, all of which are unfamiliar to the most Japanese,
are gradually taking their roots in the Japanese local societies. Our survey focuses on the social
relationship among the followers of such newcomer religions, trying to do a sociological analysis.

It is sure that the newcomer religions had functioned as the refugees for the foreign residents
having not accustomed to the exotic societies and having some troubles. However, as the number of
foreign residents increases and they have longer carriers in Japan, their religions are becoming
more closely tied to their identity formation. that means the change of religious roles is
occurring.
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