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On the non-metaphorical concept of "god® in the Presocratic philosophers
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"Gods" or ‘ the divine’ in the cosmologies of the so-called Presocratic
philosophers have often been interpreted as a substantially non-religious concept based on *
de-mythologization® and "de-theologization®; according to this interpretation, the term * God' is
used as a mere metaphor without religious significance. However, such an interpretation can be
deemed superficial and invalid. It is true that the Presocratics aimed at "understanding nature®
rather than "reforming religion,” but they, with still maintaining a religious mentality,
established their own concept of * God" by surpassing traditional religions within their inquiry
into nature; their concept of "God" certainly possesses a complex reality that cannot be fully
captured as a mere metaphor.
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