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This study clarifies the Christian traditional exegesis of the Song of
Songs, which has not only long interacted creatively with, but more recently reacted critically
against the allegorical interpretation developed by Origen of Alexandria. The essential point of
this study is to show that desire, passion, and other bodily moments are part of the rational
subject, and that the topic of desire shifts from a bifurcated anthropology (as reason vs desire) to
an intrinsically unified, multi-layered, and dynamic anthropology, by interpreting Gregory of
Nyssa’ s Homilies on the Song of Songs.
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