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The Reception and Growth of the Doctrine of Deification in the Christian
Spirituality of the Fourteenth Century: Focusing on Eckhart and Suso
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The history of Christianity and philosophy have condemned and negated both
Suso and Eckhart. According to Eckhart and Suso, who have been forgotten for centuries, Being,
Intellect, and the One are all in their innermost reality nothing other than divine giving and
receiving birth, and in this sense "life" and "birth" must be held to be the most fundamental
concepts of Eckhart. As Eckhart states based on the Scriptures and the Church Fathers, the energeia
of divine essence is nothing other than birth, or giving birth. The birth of God in the soul is the
most important expression of gratitude and faith in Christ"s incarnational salvation, and derives
from the tradition of deification developed by the Church Fathers.
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