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This project investigated the use of traditional and new music genres in
Buddhist communities within Japan and in the Japanese diaspora in the US mainland and Hawaii. The
various case studies examined how musical meanings were constructed through spoken and written
discourses, and also considered the ways that music-making intersected with political developments,
educational movements, and other social aspects of the regions considered.

The research was presented in the form of presentations at academic conferences, and resulted in
many papers in academic journals and book chapters. The project also collaborated with several
Japanese and international scholars in musicology and Buddhist studies to give public talks,
including the organisation of a Buddhist Music symposium in 2021. These public talks are currently
(Spring 2024) being edited into book form.
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Visions of Lumbini - Music, Buddhism, and Women®s Organisations in Early 20th Century Japan

University of Tuebingen Department of Japanese Studies symposium: Women in Japanese Buddhism
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The creation of English language Buddhist hymns in Nikkei Buddhist temples in Hawaii
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Roundtable: Music and Sound in Japanese Religions

Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference
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Nature, spirituality, and the avant-garde in Watazumi Doso’ s (1911-1992) musical philosophy

British Forum for Ethnomusicology Annual Conference
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Theorizing Music and Religion in Meiji-era public discourse
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