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Reconsideration on the attribution of the Leonardeschi paintings with IR images

Ikegami, Hidehiro
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1) 36 works were photographed with infrared light. Of these, the results
confirmed the attribution of the works to Leonardeschi, which had been previously assumed. The
results of the other 7 works largely denied the attribution. However, in one of the works, although
the pigment layer was added by a later date, some Leonardo-like elements were clearly found in the
underpainting level.

2) For about half of the works that are almost certain to be attributed to Leonardo, infrared
photography was used to examine how the "divergence and change" between the underpainting and the
present state of the work occurred. Using the results, | attempted to digitally restore the works
based as closely as possible on the infrared photographs.

3) | then attempted to estimate the paths of transmission of the iconography of the four thematic
groups of works. For all of them, | could determine, to some extent, the paths of transmission,
starting with Leonardo, within the workshop and out of the workshop.
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