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This study focuses on painters who belonged to Tohoku clans in the Edo
period and collects basic data describing their personalities and activities, and investigates how
the environmental factors of "region of origin” and "status hierarchy" influenced their painting
activities. The three main groups of painters were: the "imperial painters™ who served feudal lords
with a certain amount of support and a certain amount of land as their main occupation; the "
samurai” who belonged to a clan and received a stipend while performing their duties, and who used
their paintbrushes as an extra skill; and the "merchant painters™ who were born in castle towns or
lodging towns under the domain of their clan and became painters. The latter group had a greater
degree of freedom in their activities, which was a major factor in influencing the school of
painting they belonged to and the expression of their paintings.
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