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As a collaborative effort between scholars of Japanese literature and art

history, the present study aimed to interpret 16th-century shaji engi emaki (illustrated handscrolls

(emaki) of the legends (engi) of shrines and temples (shaji)) from both the paintings and the
texts. As the main subject of the study, we annotated the sixth scroll of Shakado Engi, which
describes the miraculous efficacy of the statue of Shakyamuni at Seiryo-ji Temple. In the process of
annotating the scroll, we found that the emaki was based on different genres of literature and
paintings, and also identified examples of close connection with shaji engi of shrines and temples
in western Kyoto and monogatari zoshi (short prose narratives) set in that area. These findings
provide a new perspective for understanding how these shaji engi emaki were made.
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