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Achievements of the Correlation between Publication by Subscription and
Libraries in the Rise of Literary Publishing Culture in 19th-century Britain
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This research delves into the intricate relationship between subscription
readers and membership library users during the late 18th and early 19th centuries, proposing that
this dynamic interplay served as a pivotal force in shaping the multifaceted literary publishing
culture we witness today. The cases of poets Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Robert Southey serve as
compelling examples of this intertwined relationship. Both poets actively engaged in subscription
publishing as authors while simultaneously being avid patrons of various libraries from their youth.

These cases are not isolated; a wealth of evidence points to a broader phenomenon: authors who were
library members or utilized the subscription format, and libraries that not only acquired books
through subscriptions but also housed periodicals containing literary reviews. This multifaceted
interaction suggests that libraries exerted influence not only on their patrons, but also on authors

and the literary landscape itself.
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