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This study examines the shaping of American classics from the turn of the
century to the eve of the Cold War. It mainly explores Oscar Wilde"s lectures in the American West
and their reception, Julian Hawthorne®s biographical criticism and its impact on the classicization
of Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whitman"s views on nature and their relationship with the birth of
pragmatism, the role of the “ Young Intellectuals” in the rediscovery of Melville, and F. O.
Matthiessen"s palimpsestic vision of Czechoslovakia and the Midwest. These examinations reveal how
classic American literature, composed of Eastern writers, was established both interregionally and
transnationally with Eastern Europe.
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