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The Function of Objectivism: "Converstions” in the Works of Michael Palmer
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By analyzing the works of Michael Palmer, one of the leading poets in the
States, this research investigated the function of “ Objectivism” in American poetry. The project
was a pioneering attempt in that it approached the actual state of Objectivism through the close
readings of Palmer’ s poems.
The above research proved the following point. Unlike Speculative Realism (a recent philosophical
movement underscoring the “ inhumanistic” aspects of objects), Palmer’ s works show us an open
field of reverberating objects promoting the “ conversations” among various spheres of cultures and
histories. This fact reveals that the Objectivism of poetry has a function to encourage us to take

part in the multiple conversations, which establish a forum for equal and sound negotiations in our
time.
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