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The Tolkien manuscripts examined during this research at the Bodleian
Library, Oxford, date from his early academic career, before the publication of The Hobbit (1937),
which brought him into the limelight as a fantasy writer.
The principal manuscripts studied during this project concerned Tolkien®s public lecture titled "
Celts and the Teutons in the Early World" (1929) from his time at Leeds University. The examination
revealed Tolkien"s fundamental view on the relationship between the Germanic languages and the
Celtic languages, which was further explored in his later lecture, "English and Welsh." Other
manuscripts examined during this project include those concerning his article, "The Name Nodens"
(1932). The correspondence between Tolkien and Mortimer Wheeler, who presided over the
archaeological survey at Lydney Park, and that between Tolkien and Allen Mawer, the authority of
Place name studies, are also studied.
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