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The purpose of this study was to compare and contrast Zainichi Korean
literature and Okinawan literature from the perspectives of "1965," "secession and belonging,” and "
East Asia. The political circumstances common to Zainichi Korean literature and Okinawan literature
were, first, that a new political and cultural space was created in East Asia with the conclusion of

the Japan-Korea Treaty, second, that a new military regime between Japan, Korea, and the U.S. was
organized with the conclusion of the treaty, and third, that resistance to this regime was emerging
among Zainichi Koreans and in Okinawa. Against this backdrop, Okinawan literature questioned "Japan"
while focusing on the "trusteeship” by the U.S., while Zainichi Korean literature focused on the
theme of resettlement in Japan and secession from North and South Korea. While both literatures
focused on the theme of "secession and belonging," they ultimately conceived of the space of "East

Asia.
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